UPEIFA MASA Subcommittee 

A Congratulatory Citation Note on Dr. Mayra Ahmed’s Scholarly Achievement

The University of Prince Edward Island Faculty Association is pleased and honoured to present this year’s Merit Award for Scholarly Achievement (MASA) to Dr. Marya Ahmed. Dr. Ahmed is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Chemistry and the Faculty of Sustainable Design Engineering. She holds a PhD in Chemical Engineering from the University of Alberta (2012) and has been a fulltime faculty member at UPEI since December, 2016. 
Dr. Ahmed’s extensive research in the field of biomaterials and drug delivery is highly recognized across Canada as well as internationally. Her significant contributions include: 
         • 
the synthesis of vitamin B5 analogous monomer by free radical polymerization and 
         • 
the development of efficient antifouling and non-toxic water harvesting technologies which 

use sunlight to purify water. 
Since 2008 she has published 41 articles in many national and international journals related to her fields. In addition to publishing 14 book chapters as well, Dr. Ahmed also patented water collection technologies she developed through her research. 
Just over the past four years and four months of her career at UPEI, Dr. Ahmed has a wonderful track record of research, publication, and presentation: 
         • 
14 scholarly articles in prominent journals, including Mat. Chem. Front., British Poult. J.,

Carb. Polym., Appl. Biomater., Drug Develop. Industrial Pharm., Int. J. Pharm., Polymers, 
and Biomater. Sci.  Seven of these works since Jan. 2020!; 
         • 
6 significant book chapters since 2016, three of which have her name as the first author; 
         • 
13 regional and national conference papers since 2018; and
         • 
14 invited local and regional research talks since 2017.
The high impact of Dr. Ahmed’s excellent achievement is also evident in her numerous media interviews conducted by CPRC magazine, UPEI Media, and Synapse. In addition, she passionately contributed to her scientific community by serving as a peer reviewer for sixteen national or international journals and an editorial board member for the Polymers, Frontier Chemistry Journal,  and Frontiers Bioengineering and Biotechnology Journal. 
Furthermore, since 2017 Dr. Ahmed has received seventeen research grants mainly in her role as a PI (principal investigator) and successfully secured over 1.4 million dollars from Canadian agencies such as the NSERCC, CIHR (Canadian Institutes of Health Research), Innovation PEI, and Mitacs. This is another impressive aspect of her scholarly achievement. 
It is remarkable that Dr. Ahmed has also demonstrated her dedicated mentorship by training ten graduate students, one postdoctoral fellow, and ten excellent undergraduate students at UPEI since January 2017. 
Accordingly, the MASA subcommittee concluded that Dr. Ahmed’s nomination file is an exceptional testimony of her scholarly achievement of national and international calibre. She is an exemplary young scholar with this outstanding merit. 
Dr. Ahmed is selected for the prestigious 2020-21 UPEI Faculty Association Merit Award for Scholarly Achievement. Many congratulations to Marya on all of your superb accomplishments. 
With best wishes for your scholarly endeavours in the coming years – Dao! 
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