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LETTERS
TIME TO 
CONVERT
A recent article in The 
Guardian (Cleanest energy 
solution, Feb. 21) highlighted 
that currently 45 per cent 
of hydrocarbons shipped to 
P.E.I. are used in the trans-
portation sector. Residents of 
P.E.I. and the provincial gov-
ernment should be actively 
advocating for the increased 
use of electric vehicles (EVs) 
in order to combat our de-
pendency on these detrimen-
tal fossil fuels.

Many Islanders are under-
standably hesitant to convert 
their traditional vehicles to 
an electric one. Online fo-
rums cite a variety of reasons 
such as large upfront costs, 
range anxiety and prolonged 
charging times. Depend-
ing on the model, a resident 
can expect a rebate of up to 
$10,000 from government 
incentives. For a consumer 
looking to purchase a new 
vehicle anyways, these re-
bates reduce the price of an 
EV enough to be competi-

tive with a similar traditional 
model.

EV batteries have a range 
of 200-450 kilometres. With 
only 217 km between Tig-
nish and Souris, most Island-
ers should have few issues 
with these numbers, espe-
cially considering the average 
Canadian drives fewer than 
60 km per day. 

A Level 2 charger installed 
at home can charge an empty 
EV battery in 12 hours or 
less. Considering a driver 
will not actually deplete their 
battery to 0 per cent, plug-
ging in at night will be more 
than enough time to have 
your EV fully charged by the 
morning.

EV technology can only 
improve over time, further 
mitigating Islanders’ con-
cerns. But the best time to 
convert to EVs and reduce 
our dependence on polluting 
hydrocarbons is now!
Rodney Woodside,
UPEI student,
Cornwall, P.E.I.

THANK YOU  
TO UPEI PROFS
I wanted to express my con-
cern regarding the situation 
at UPEI and the upcoming 
strike. As a student, I have 
been taught by some of the 
most dedicated and knowl-
edgeable educators in the 
field.

It is clear that the profes-
sors at UPEI are passionate 
about their work and care 
deeply about the success of 
their students. Therefore, 
hearing they are not compen-
sated fairly for their efforts 
is heartbreaking. I can only 
imagine how frustrating this 
must be.

As someone who has sig-
nificantly benefited from the 
hard work and dedication of 
the professors at UPEI, I want 
to express my support during 
this difficult time. 

Thank you to faculty mem-
bers for your continued com-
mitment to our education and 
success. I am grateful for the 
work you and your colleagues 
do daily.

Erika Marcelo,
UPEI student,
Cornwall, P.E.I.
PROS AND CONS 
OF CANNED DRINKS
I partially agree with the very 
interesting article in the New 
York Times about the increas-
ing alcoholism in young teens. 
Alcohol consumption has in-
creased in the United States of 
America.

Apart from normal alcohol 
there is a new hard seltzer, 
wine cooler sales increase. 
Ready-to-drinks have been 
very popular especially among 
young adults. These drinks 
attract the young crowd, and 
they consume it more. The 
higher consumption increases 
health risks. 

I do agree that if alcohol 
was easily available, consump-
tion would increase. In addi-
tion, the canned drinks come 
in different flavours, which 
are more popular among the 
youngsters. I have worked as 
a bartender for six years, and I 
have seen teens consume these 

drinks, but that does not make 
them alcoholics. It is a personal 
choice, depending on how re-
sponsibly one wants to drink. 

Alcoholism is a disease, and 
it is not increased just by hav-
ing more drinks. I do agree 
that canned drinks would be 
easily available and when big 
companies like Coca-Cola 
invents alcohol drinks, that 
could confuse people, espe-
cially teenagers. 

They also contain more 
sugar than the other drinks. 
Many teenagers liking sugary 
carbonated drinks would like 
to drink that more. 

On the contrary, canned 
drinks have a lesser percent-
age of alcohol, so less alcohol 
would go into the body system 
even though they are having 
the same number of drinks. All 
in all, having different variet-
ies of drinks might increase 
the attraction of drinking, but 
does not make the drinkers 
alcoholics. 
Pankti Parekh,
UPEI student,
Charlottetown, P.E.I.

P.E.I. ELECTION

Which party will lead on PR?
Countries with proportional voting systems perform better across many issues
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A provincial election 
has been called for 
April 3, and we wish 
each of the politi-

cal parties all the best in their 
campaigns, as they strive to 
improve the lives of Island-
ers through the democratic 
process.

On the hustings, voter 
politeness notwithstanding, 
we expect that this election, 
they will perceive increasing 
disappointment and cynicism 
with politics. Too many voters 
rightly feel that their voices 
are not heard, because it is seat 
count that matters under the 
current “First Past the Post” 
electoral system, and not the 
popular vote.

BENEFITS OF PR
Health care, the housing cri-
sis, inflation and economic 
inequality are top of mind for 
many. Solutions are complex, 
and the best solutions will be 
found through inter-party col-
laboration.  

How can we find that col-

laboration? The solution – 
clearly visible to about half of 
Island voters according to the 
most recent electoral reform 
referendum results – is a pro-
portional representation (PR) 
electoral system.

In PR, no party would have 
a majority government unless 
they earn it, by gaining the 
support of a majority of Island-
ers. Conversely, parties with 
healthy voter support can’t 
be shut out. PR incentivizes 
parties to drop the arrogance 
and instead collaborate to find 
long-term, stable solutions 
that all parties can all agree on.

Evidence shows that coun-
tries with PR perform better 
across many issues:

Researchers Alfano, Baraldi 
and Lijphart have analyzed 
economic indicators in dozens 
of countries, spanning mul-
tiple decades; countries with 
proportional systems dem-
onstrated higher economic 
growth rates, and lower in-
equality.

Evidence shows that PR im-
proves life expectancy, because 
health policy is more stable, 
and systems better resourced.

Countries with proportional 
systems were faster to ratify 
the Kyoto protocol, and their 

share of global emissions has 
declined.

The evidence is clear: elec-
toral reform will yield long-
term benefits for our society. A 
large swath of the Island public 
knows this, with support for 
PR increasing every time it is 
put before the public. 

PLEBISCITE RESULTS
Voters in the 2016 plebiscite 
supported mixed-member 
proportional by a 10 per 
cent margin over the current 
system, but the then Ma-
cLauchlan government failed 
to honour the vote. Ironically, 
they were abruptly dismissed 
at the next election under the 
very system they defended. 

Unfortunately, before 
their departure, they pushed 
through repressive, likely 
unconstitutional rules for the 
2019 referendum. No P.E.I. 
civil society group could af-
ford to take the government 
to court to prove it. The result 
was tight, and the referendum 
commissioner named the 2019 
result as ‘inconclusive.’

Fast-forward to Oct. 28, 
2021, and a motion on elec-
toral reform was passed in the 
legislature; 13 MLAs from all 
three elected parties voted in 

favour of a citizens assembly 
on the issue, very much to 
their credit.

A citizens assembly is very 
similar to a court jury; it 
takes the deliberation out of 
the hands of politicians, who 
clearly have a vested interest in 
the design of the system that 
elects them, and gives it to a 
group of randomly-selected 
citizens.

Shortly after that 2021 
motion, the premier said his 
government would make deci-
sions about how to move for-
ward on the issue in 2022. Our 
Islanders for PR group offered 
a meeting with the premier 
to share our knowledge about 
best practices for formation 
of citizens assemblies. We 
submitted rationale and cost-
estimating to the pre-budget 
consultations for both 2022-23 
and 2023-24.

It’s now 2023, and there has 
been no action. We are now 
about to experience another 
first-past-the-post election. A 
citizens assembly is yet to be 
included in a provincial budget 
line.

ISLAND DEMOCRACY
We ask: from which among 
the parties can we find leader-

ship on this issue?
On Feb. 28, we sent a let-

ter to all party leaders, asking 
them to make their positions 
on electoral reform abundantly 
clear, and to announce them 
within the first week follow-
ing the writ. We are looking 
for policies to implement a 
PR system tailored to P.E.I.’s 
needs, whether through a 
citizens assembly, or another 
design process.

Islanders for PR will make 
sure that the voting public 
is fully aware of where each 
party and candidate stands.

This election presents an 
opportunity to leave a legacy 
that upgrades Island democ-
racy, improves policy-making 
across every issue in our 
legislature, and that sets an ex-
ample for all of Canada. 

We encourage all party lead-
ers to seize the opportunity, 
rise above short-term think-
ing, and finally deliver propor-
tional representation for P.E.I. 

Fred Horne (NDP), Anna 
Keenan (Green), Stephen 
deGrace (former Liberal), and 
Philip Brown (Progressive 
Conservative, former MLA) have 
written this article on behalf of 
Islanders for PR.

A participant in an information session for proportional representation holds a mock MMP ballot at Ellerslie Elementary School in January 2019. A referendum 
on the topic was held along with the provincial general election in April 2019. FILE
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