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	BRIEFING NOTE



	Purpose:
	DECISION
	Subject:
	Updates to committees of the Senate

	Prepared by:
	Paula Wood-Adams, Vice President Academic and Research

	Prepared for:
	Senate Steering and Nominating Committee

	Date:
	October 15, 2026


ACTION
Discuss and recommend to the Senate changes in the role of the chair of 2 committees of Senate and provide notice of delegation for another.
BACKGROUND
In the Terms of Reference of many committees of Senate, the VPAR is called upon to chair when there are other academic leaders who are better placed to do this effectively. Here we propose to change the Terms of Reference of such committees. 
The Senate Committee on Teaching Evaluation (SCTE)
As the Terms of Reference of the SCTE define the Chair as the VPAR or their designate, the VPAR has designated the Director of the Center for Teaching and Learning as Chair of the Committee until further notice.
The Senate Library Committee
The Terms of Reference of the SLC currently name the VPAR as chair. As the mandate of the committee is to advise the University Librarian, it is appropriate that they chair the committee. This will allow for in-depth and meaningful conversations. 
The Senate Committee on Admissions and Degrees (SCAD)
The Terms of Reference of the SCAD name the VPAR as Chair, and the Registrar a non-voting member. Currently, this committee receives recommendations on the awarding of degrees, hears appeals on admissions, and recommends modifications to admissions and degree-granting policies. Since these processes are within the Registrar’s mandate, it is recommended that the role of Chair of the Committee be passed to the University Registrar.  To ensure that there will be no conflict of interest with the hearing of admissions appeals, such appeals will be moved to the Senate Academic and Student Discipline Appeals Committee. The Chair and members of SASDAC have been consulted and agree to this amendment to its Terms. 

The Senate Steering and Nominating Committee (SSNC)
Upon review of the composition for the Senate Steering and Nominating Committee, it was determined that there was insufficient representation from an academic standpoint. SSNC is recommending the addition of the Registrar and VPAR to the Terms of Reference as committee members in a non-voting ex officio status.

RECOMMENDATION 
NOTICE: That, consistent with the Terms of Reference of the Senate Committee on Teaching Evaluation, notice be given to the Senate that the VPAR has designated the Director of the Center for Teaching and Learning to be their designate as Chair of the Committee until further notice.  
MOTION 1: That the Terms of Reference of the Senate Library Committee be amended to make the University Librarian the Chair of the Committee. 
MOTION 2: That the Terms of Reference of the Senate Committee on Admissions and Degrees be modified to make the University Registrar its Chair and that item 6 be removed from the mandate of the Committee. 
MOTION 3: That the Terms of Reference of the Senate Academic and Student Discipline Appeals Committee be amended to include the hearing of appeals of decisions on admission and re-admission to the University’s academic programs.
MOTION 4: That the Terms of Reference of the Senate Steering and Nominating Committee be amended to include the Registrar and VPAR as committee members.


	Senate Library Committee

	COMPOSITION AND TERMS OF OFFICE 
· Vice President Academic and Research (Chair)  
· University librarian 
· One (1) Librarian elected by Senate, 2-year term, non-renewable 
· Three (3) Faculty members, no more than two from any one Faculty elected by Senate, 2-year term, non-renewable  
· One (1) student appointed by the SU President and elected by Senate, 1-year term 
· One (1) graduate student appointed by the GSA and elected by Senate, 2-year term 
	
· University librarian (Chair)
· One (1) Librarian elected by Senate, 2-year term, non-renewable 
· Three (3) Faculty members, no more than two from any one Faculty elected by Senate, 2-year term, non-renewable  
· One (1) student appointed by the SU President and elected by Senate, 1-year term 
· One (1) graduate student appointed by the GSA and elected by Senate, 2-year term 

	Senate Committee on Admissions and Degrees - Composition

	COMPOSITION AND TERMS OF OFFICE 
· Vice-President Academic & Research (Chair)  
· Registrar (non-voting) 
· One (1) Deans appointed by the VP Academic & Research for 2-year terms 
· Two (2) faculty members from different Faculties elected by the Senate, but not necessarily from Senate, for 3-year terms 
· One (1) staff member for a 2-year term 
· One (1) student nominated by the Student Union and elected by Senate 
	COMPOSITION AND TERMS OF OFFICE 
· Registrar (Chair) 
· One (1) Deans appointed by the VP Academic & Research for 2-year terms 
· Two (2) faculty members from different Faculties elected by the Senate, but not necessarily from Senate, for 3-year terms 
· One (1) staff member for a 2-year term 
· One (1) student nominated by the Student Union and elected by Senate 



	Senate Committee on Admissions and Degrees – Terms

	1. To review and make recommendations to Senate on standards, policies, and regulations for: 
a) the admission and re-admission of students. 
b) student standing and promotions other than disciplinary matters. 
2. On the advice of the Faculty, and in consultation with the Dean, to recommend to Senate candidates for degrees other than honorary degrees. 
3. To assist Senate in the interpretation and application of the University’s standards, policies, and regulations in specific cases. 
4. To advise the Registrar and Senate concerning policies, regulations and procedures governing student standing and promotions as found in the undergraduate and graduate calendars and assist in their interpretation and application in specific cases. 
5. To recommend to Senate that a diploma, certificate, degree, scholarship, or bursary granted or issued by the University of Prince Edward Island be revoked. 
6. To hear and make decisions on individual student appeals where admission or re-admission to the University has been denied. 
7. The committee will submit a summary report to Senate annually. 




	1. To review and make recommendations to Senate on standards, policies, and regulations for: 
a) the admission and re-admission of students. 
b) student standing and promotions other than disciplinary matters. 
2. On the advice of the Faculty, and in consultation with the Dean, to recommend to Senate candidates for degrees other than honorary degrees. 
3. To assist Senate in the interpretation and application of the University’s standards, policies, and regulations in specific cases. 
4. To advise the Registrar and Senate concerning policies, regulations and procedures governing student standing and promotions as found in the undergraduate and graduate calendars and assist in their interpretation and application in specific cases. 
5. To hear and make decisions on individual student appeals where admission or re-admission to the University has been denied.
6. The committee will submit a summary report to Senate annually. 

	Senate Academic and Student Discipline Appeals Committee

	1. Regularly, to review the student academic appeal procedures and the student discipline appeal procedures within the University and, as needed, to make recommendations to Senate; 
2. To receive appeals from decisions on any academic matter affecting students where such decisions are made within a Faculty or School, by committees of Senate, or through University administrative procedures, and to render judgment on these appeals within the guidelines approved by Senate; 
3. To serve as an appeal body of the University on decisions made regarding the discipline of students, and, to that end, to hear and render judgment on appeals from decisions of the Student Discipline Committee. 
4. To relay all decisions of this appeals committee to the appellant, the appropriate administrative official(s) or Senate committee Chair, and, without disclosure of the appellant's identity, to the Senate. 
5. The committee will submit a summary report to Senate annually. 

	1.	Regularly, to review the student academic appeal procedures and the student discipline appeal procedures within the University and, as needed, to make recommendations to Senate; 
2.	To receive appeals from decisions on any academic matter affecting students where such decisions are made within a Faculty or School, by committees of Senate, or through University administrative procedures, and to render judgment on these appeals within the guidelines approved by Senate; 
3. To receive appeals from applicants from decisions on admissions or readmission to the University’s academic programs.
4.	To serve as an appeal body of the University on decisions made regarding the discipline of students, and, to that end, to hear and render judgment on appeals from decisions of the Student Discipline Committee. 
5.	To relay all decisions of this appeals committee to the appellant, the appropriate administrative official(s) or Senate committee Chair, and, without disclosure of the appellant's identity, to the Senate. 
6.	The committee will submit a summary report to Senate annually. 
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