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	Briefing Note



	Purpose:
	INFORMATION
	Subject:
	Senate Synopsis

	Prepared by:
	Pascal Robicaud, University Secretary

	Prepared for:
	Senate

	Date:
	October 16, 2026


ACTION
Consult the Senate on the implementation of a Senate Meeting Synopsis.
BACKGROUND
Senate decisions often have significant implications for students, faculty, staff, and the broader University Community. While approved Senate minutes provide the official and permanent record of proceedings, they are typically not available until they have been reviewed and approved at a subsequent Senate meeting. This can result in a delay of several weeks or months before information on Senate activities is publicly accessible.
To enhance transparency and improve communication, a Senate Meeting Synopsis would provide University Community members with a timely list of substantive decisions taken by Senate, allowing the University community to remain informed about governance activities shortly after meetings occur. 
The Synopsis is a complement to, not a replacement of minutes. It would not contain records of discussion, procedural decisions, information received, attendance, etc.  The Senate Motion Log would continue, as it provides a searchable list of all substantive motions approved by Senate. 
It would serve as an accessible communication tool that:
· Provides timely updates on substantive Senate decisions.
· Enhances transparency and awareness of governance processes.
· Communicates information in plain language to a broad audience.
· Supports stakeholder understanding of matters affecting the University.
· Bridges the communication gap between a Senate meeting and the publication of approved minutes.
The synopses would be published on the Senate’s website within 24 to 48 working hours following a meeting of the Senate in the same ways as is done by the Board of Governors[footnoteRef:1] and be announced to a broad list of members of the University Community including Senators, academic administrators, department Chairs, program coordinators and managers. [1:  See here : https://www.upei.ca/about-upei/governance/board-of-governors/calendar-of-meetings
] 

An example of a Senate Meeting Synopsis based on the records of the September 25 meeting of the Senate is provided as an example to facilitate discussion. 
RECOMMENDATION
That Senate agree to the implementation of a Senate Meeting Synopsis starting with the October 23, 2026.





Synopsis of the Senate
September 25, 2026


At its Meeting of May 26, 2027, the Senate approved:

· A change to the course description for course ED4320
· A change to the course title for course ED4330 
· A change to the calendar entry for Transcript Requests
· The Academic Calendar Dates for 2027-2028
· The Academic Calendar Dates for 2028-2029
· A change to the title and description for course ACC1010
· Creation of new course BIO 4160 
· Creation of new course VCA8325
· Creation of new course VCA8380
· Creation of new course VCA8340
· A change to the title for course VCA8330
· The Calendar dates 2027-2028 for the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine



Pascal Robichaud,
University Secretary









Note: The Meeting Synopsis of the Senate provides a list of substantive decisions taken at a meeting of the Senate to provide a timely communication of decisions taken. 
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